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HE
ot’'s
unnual

Velled Preph-

twenty-third
pligrimnge
ity of his
people is

ausk
midnight he
SUTvme—
ous, Jovial

dispenest of good
checr—and all Bt
Louls rng with
thes mirth of his loyal subjeots. It seemed
as If the gay throngs that grevted him were
bent on making the last carnival night of
the Nineteenth Century a memorable epoch
15 the city's history.

, It seemed that all of St. Louls w
pand 1o welcome the coming and speed the
parting of his Myatic Maj sty

The hal? of a néw-barn moon
pn a blaze of lght that put her
o blush—on crowda that surged along blgh-
ways lke pent-up water thr 1 & mill-
pace, or tha resistless tide through a nar-
Tow channel—on it Moving Panurims:
earth’s peoplea and produocts, uns
by anything of its kind in the past
seomingly unsurpassalile

Tren came the bull-the greatest of balls
in this Western country 1+ which
hoary old man of the moun could not ke
and to which only the mot favored of the
Prophet's chosen people were Lidden.

For weeks society bhad been pluming itself
for this event of events, which is the slinal
for the swinging open of the portals of hos-
pitable Bt. Louts; this grand Jdrves parade
n preparation for the coming senson of
dances, receptions, and other functions of
the smart set.

& On

looked down
ecble rays

the

For weeks maindens and matrons  hod
Been on the tiptoe of expectancy.  “Whao
shall bs Queen’ was the all-absarbing
question, and ons there was not even o

hint as to the Prophet's chalee, especinney
became something akin to unxiey.
' Not untfl tha specially bidden malds hnd

assembled in the ballroom was the nxie-
¢ty dispelled and thelr curlosity grotified
by his Majesty's ch Miss ¢

n Thomson to } crown  amld
sway the ecepter of the Kingdom of Love
and Beauty.

Not until the blushing
mounted the throne fram whi
of Missourl's proud doughis
sway did the Lall reaily b

water, whea the boll was

Queen  had
0 many
have held

Its helght,

while the efty's fulrest dacghters  and
proudest sons were poying the tribuate of
thelr admiration to the g Yueen who

bad been chosen to rule over them for the
ooming twelvemonth, the anthor g patron
of the brillant scene siole quivtly from
amid the revelers, and, calling togeiher hils
mystle crew, s¢t out on bt rn -y
back to his home In Waonderiand, i
spirit of merrymaking remadnd, and o« the
hours wore on Terpsicoiere took up the |
scepter and led duuce Hityr until gray
dawn pecped In throush sthe open windows,
and advancing day put to rvut the
af the night.

Then cume a shifting of the =cene, a
hurrying away frow great ballroom, a
rush for wrups, and in a trice hundreds of
carriages were cluttering out of the huunts
of trade Into the guiet boulevards, where
lh; ltoﬂugu’ler dwell,

eW brief milnutes more for the whis-
pered Interchange of good-hyes brtw(-:ﬁn
tired maldens and gallunt beaux—a lng-
drawn sigh of content—and it was over,

adY HKitls

TRIUMPHAL ENTRY
OF THE PROPHET.

turned it by bowing to the Reception Com-

mittee, and kissing his hand to a bevy of
pretty girls, who wore peaping over the
marble banister at the head of the first

flighit of stalrs

Without further formality he
stralglit toward hix throne. Fie
into the ballrootn was the slgnul for |

und demeanEtration, Cheers (il the vast
hull, while the band plaved “Hail rvo the
Chlef”  Hefore npon the
throne s his entire
retinue, ; routed the hall, jaspoot-
ing the elaborute Jdvcorations and bowing
nckpowledement to the beddlam of cheers

that greoted Lils every step.

MISS THOMSON IS
CROWNED QUEEN.

At a signal from the Prophet, there was
& lull in the m . and aull eyves wera di-
rected townrd the throne. Standinge. with
his rigat srm outstretched, he looked slow-

fair faces of the group of blushing maid-
eng from among whom he must choose @

wiere o meet «
tmde that had bean,

A hushi foll upon the multl-
a moment before, all

balanee, and the half minute or so of sus-
pruse seemed a long while

Finally the Proph«t lowered hizs arm, and
stepping lightly dJdown to the flour, up-
proached the expectant group of malds,
The silence was now almost oppressive.
No ons In the great hall stirred. It seemed
as If all had suddenly stopped breathing.
Walking with stately strides, nelther fast
nor slow, and looking neither to the right
nor the left, His Majesty came to a halt
faclng Miss Busan Larkin Thomson, and
touched her lghtly on the right shoulder,

Theit came a storm of applanse that falr-
Iy masde the chandelers rattle The cholee
Wis 4 most popular one. Fram ali sides, as

The Prophet and his court reached the
ballroom shortly before 10 o'clock.

The distinguished party was formed ln!
double column, and to the insplying strains |
©f a martial alr began  the grand trl- |

hal march to the throne.

The shrill blast of & trumpet announced
to the walting crowd the approach of his
Majesty, and there was a general rush to-
srard the stalrway and the hall, up and
slong which the distinguished visitor had to

in order to reach the ballroom.

As the Imposing figure, clad in royal robes
sod bedecked with countless jowels, came

) o view, a burst of applause went up from
the great 2ssemblage In the ballroom.

The Prophet was pleased, greatly pleased.

L §

the beartinesa of the greeting, and re-

well as from  the  gallery, the favored
daughter of the city was bomiurded with
rose pwetals; and as she ascended the throne
there rame a sscomd and more protracted
storm of applavse,

In order that the ball might not be un-
fecessarily delayed, His Mafesty ordered
thet the readiug of the annual proclamation
be dizpensed with., At a signul fram the
Prophet, the Grand Herald stepped from
beshle the throne, bearing in his hands a
gllver walter. on which rested the Queen’s
diadem and a richly oroamented scroll con-
talning the proclamation.

At a pecond «ignal, Miss Thomson ap-
proach=d, and wed her head to recelve
the erown, Wu.ch, as Queen of Love and
Beauty, she is to wear for one year, and

I¥ and deliberately about him, scanning the |

Quegn,

It was an bmpressive scene, and not A
Hitle embarrassinze to the young women |
toward whom not only the Prophet's eyes,
but thase of every person in the grent hall

weoyg with antlcipation and all astir In |
restisss ear s for the scens about to |
take pluce, Time svemwsd 10 hang In Uwe |

then =uriendsr I8 back to the princrly
hand by which M was towedd Bowling
lier thanks for the great borar, the Queen
then ook ber ploce st the left of the
FProphet

Tt proclamation, which Is from the
Prophet's own howd, rends:

“Al the coming of our annual festival, it

I# mect that we should fnd a climax of our
pleasures iTting the oceasion and empha-
siging a decper, Letter, meaning of these,
our o alRe

“Acconding to our curom, We Come now
to proclabm our Queen fur the year, a
Queen of Love and DBeauty; for wilhous
recoguition of these two, Love and Beauty,
all els¢ s naught.

“Cmr pageant has been splendid. This
gathering In our honor is Impresaive. \\‘-'!
shown the beauty of material things
together bere all our falthful
have proved a bood between
us ol We have shown by the splendor |
mariing our progress through this beloved
gront resources of & metropalls,
prit which makes a eoity great
I all the regime of effort Known 1o man
“Pat the beauty of material progresa is
as notking If It be not the expression of
4 beauty of soul of thoss who make the
pragre=s, There & noililng good in this |
world, but In the hands of good men and |
p o Eoidd nen whthout good woitnen
for omfort, fuwr relining
vughness of clurncter
*To the mothers. wives apd swesthearis
of the rauce of moan we mupt Jeok for the
fnfiuetce which will bring oo being the |
rule of sll the forces which make fair the |
future of this workd
“Thuoa cuine We at last to houor wom-
an, In whom and for whom all beauty
Llooma, amd becnuse of whom wll work s

sanctiled by lve, There 1= nothing In
this world that I oot gomd because of wom-
en's presonce here. No refuleing would be
ustified did £ not recognize In thankfultess
the Influence of the women wha love us, all
undeserving, and whom we love,

“We have secn Ot to take from among
the city's daughters one who represents, to
our mind, all that we hold In reverence In
our ideal of woman. We find her young,
end falr, and sweet, and we symbaolize
through her our recogmition that it is wom-
an who keeps thls world sweet, and kind,
and falr, and young. We summon her be-
fore us, and she comes—a girl, o living fatth
in the foture, & hope for the heart, a love
that shall be the life of life. We see In her
the beauty, and the Innocence, and the
trust, which alone purify liife of cll surdiness
for these who are to continge the upbulld-

Ing of this grest oty We honor her,
and through her all her sisters, for that
the and the¥ are the strong power

which stull rave us aml our
the (lis which Tollow §n the truin of great
national nnd civie success.  We honor her,
to point out that suecess s pothing without
Boodness.

“And =0, bere and now, we, the Veiled
Prophet, before all who do us honor, do
resign our SeCpter of power Into the gentle
hands of Miss Susan Larkin Thomson,

“Her we do hld ¥You you all, hold the true
reverence and affectlon,as worthy to be your
Queen, while we départ. Unto her kindly
rule we commit ¥ou, in all confidence that
vou will find her such a social soverelgn as
it may be a BTeal Joy to serve, as it shall

people from |

s, Jomu
ROBERTS.
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Le her true pleasure, well, highly,
Lovingly, 1o represent and rerve Jou™

NOW THE BALL IS
AT ITS HEIGHT.

chorn, waved

And mow the wond of Torrs

by un tnvi=sille hund al C £ th
Quecn, was the signal fur the daner. The
assembled guoats under e macle Inflten l
wWere 3t once Insnired wits f

rovelry, and, 1o 1he saft cadens
hase the glowing hourg

music, hastenod to
with Mying feet
The white tarpaulin spresad over the

broad expanse of A or gli=tened amd r

the myriad of elocrrie lahts ik
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DECORATIONS ON AN
ELABORATE SCALE

sall on a summer oo DT

thouzand counles, thelr Lo

Emmcefpll thelr foer liees

the entr ineg musle, »sw

there and In and out, amd gronnd {

other, weaving all sorts of tautnstic fthz-

ures ..
The Queen and her mabls of bonor held '
reyal cuurt o fromt of the throne, whese
hundreds of her -ubhjects hod gutheroed

eager »nd anxtous to pay hu tritiae |
nund sound pri
ty end lovelliess

To those who Ih[:-l gathemed In the 3

lery to take a binl'seyve view, the ®
presented was besthlerl niml besitobir
The sides of ihe hall wore banked wit
masses of onlook . the i 1

white of the men's conventlonal

forming a rich contrast with fhe wvarl

Eated gowns worn by the women

monds gliitered and glistened e cyotals
of snow umler a winter moon, whil !
flutter of fane ln the dlsta was as - |
like ax a leglon of buttertiies in & feld of
flowern. Mingled with the mustec posc toe

perfume of sweet-zecited bloseoms, onrna- |
tlons and roses. The laree fountaln o the
ceniter of the hall, bedvckel with palm '.l
potted plants and ferns, rose majestically
up™ the view lke o bawer of love sat !HI
the midst of this Lreathitig mass of mirth
and pleasure.

When, for a thne, the music ceaseld, :1\
momentary lull appearcd to fall upon the
dancers, followed at vnce by an Incessant |
buzz of voloes, enterminglsd wWhh mierry |
peals of laughter. Then, too, soft eyes
looked love to eyves and many a whisperod
word was spoken which sealsd forevor the
fates of overflowing hearts and souls |

Again the signal for the Jance arose and |
gallant beaux rushey hither and 1 T
threading thair way through lbe v
Inbarsnth of beauty to claim the f
ment of coveted engagemenis. It was
welite:

Friearing walts—ta thy o= ":.'"’”: tune,
Bow [rish jig amnd ancient rigaa s |

Birtch reels, avaunt wnd ecountry dagsee furego
Your future clalms to each fantastle toe

Around amd around the moving multiinde |
encircled the base of the fountaln until i
appeared the vortex of a whirlpool of rev- |
elry and enchantment.  Jest.  Jollity, g
Inughter and merriment prevalled on all |
sides. The Prophet's suhjects were there |
to do him honor, to weavs chaplets of |
smiles for his chosen Queen and her court |
of lovely malds and proud matrons, They
were thers to make high carnival at t.hul

hixarions K

s put wus visibhle
| and barley, gomd envugh in

From Lasement to ronfll, outslde and in,
the zrenat gray Merchan's' Exebange wus
1 oo out in holitay attire in bonor of the

e wisit A gtronger lix the oty
wollld mever mve guessed At un every
witior day of the your, =ave vdave, the
pissive gtructese is dominated by tha:

ot commatder, Busine®s, gmd that onfy
e in each twolvemonth & the harl
himaster Iny axlle the ia wnis o

and make ohe wlin
Buences of 1)

I LN,
it" ander the irreci=tible &2

¢
“nlght of
1

Ie, Punsing:
ot

through

clow 1

whity muorhle ar
Pineg to Chestnug

vel of the paviment,

sty

Hal w nave Blor

of uses 1o whitch th Lo
Wheat and corn, wats
ther wa

v place in the scheme of color, and

the

gesiing

figures, and telegraph Instruments, hine

becirds and the lHke—1hey would huve hpoked
¢ mach out of place ambi the tropie foil.

#ge nF a4 Bioeery store i the « of

it ajFe,
In former years the maln ballreom lLad
regelved most care from the Horlst and
derorators, but this vos ot the case this
time. The ballroom was even prettier than
ever before, but Mr. Buechel rescrved his
rurest planls for the grund stafrway, the
arcade aud the maln lobby,

The most striking thing on entering the

DAMNERMAN,

i

buliding, from olther side, was a thicket |
of palms, ferng and rubbsr plants, In
which, holf hidden by the feilage, stood a

monster <k, the monereh of the glv.
Instde the ballicom there was
T ily marked effort at novelty,

most respects the decorations wern !

to those of last year, though a shade mo
i elaborute. The masteriivec aof the oo
was the fourtsin, wvhith never before

s aTHEtcally  ban and  draped
potied plants, cut Aets, droopdng

sud wvelvely mess. Nl less  than
varieidve of chelee planiz, many in
bloom, were banited o the three jedpes
of the fountain. Over and throush these
smilnx, asparngus, maindea's-hair fern nid
other clinging, dreoping, feathery, dowers
wore draped. From between the brilllant

blorsoms and waxlike leaves twinkled hun- | ner, her
and | the

dreds of smnll Incandenscent jights,
over the whole fell & crystal spray that
trickled down the fair fuces of full-blown
flowers, glistened on each tny leafpoini,
and fell in a tinkling shower to gladden the

- | Vil

gy

varnival of their own in the wide basin
w
Irimelintely oppesite the maln entrance
Iy biklien by ths fuuninin was
s throne, rich il color, Orlental
eotiinatding every inch of -
for two enurmons silk cogp f
whick furmed the baehground
casily have lewn o ared that
b =t in ¥ it ] nee of soine
f visly weaithy Octental po
A her wod hiil werg the 3
ftandn, one fop nss hamd !
for the orahestr: ‘ thiese I
shichls bearing the senl of Mbvsoort  anid
thut of the Vnited Binte #nd sot off by
lovps of tricoloied buanttig aml numerous
12t
wround the giallery red, white and Bne
baavde was artistieally  drapedd; and
r1hl here ard thiere with smail shiekis

I kigher up, plmast in tonch with the

flers. the walls were festooned with
bunting ‘n the i'r wi's enlors
nrd T de Thw ipdinl of each
bore & sodeld and fduag nd euch puanel In
the ke ¢ walls was dreeped with two Amer-
¥ .,

I ¢ claborate display of cvlor, this
astistd spine of thousas of yeids of
(s Gompserially beauiifut a fnlrv-
Do dountmie, Joid tl i ¢ e -
ki R Ll e, i Wi have suine
[ I e Beguty S,

.| THE QUEEN AND

HER ATTENDANTS.

Jigg Susan Larkin Thomson, chosen by
the Vellsd Prophet o rile as Quesn over

last night's festvitle® and over the realms
of =t. lLouls soci-1y for (ae coming yeuar, is
the ouligest Jdaughiter of L0 and Mrw
Wilitaz: B Thomsou of Lindell boulevard.

Misz Thomson, who forsook the achool-
room only o Yedr ago. apent nearly all of
In=t winte il Spring  wruveling in the
Fast and in Bureope, so that her appearance

lust night had all the eclat of a debut. Bho
ks n blonde of falrest type, with 2 marked

rescmblance in feature (0 her father, one
of the most popular and bdest-known Pro-
phat Indeed, no more fOtting clolee of a
Quérn conlld have b v, s0 fnr as the

grneral litness of t} wrned, since

f

Mr, Thumann ba J with the |
i Prophots” Asociation sines its ncep-

ton, Ot oas1s of the fact that he has

Luyer t vd a ball for twenty-six years.

Al 1 Thougsots = lhe NOrst of his
e W atters o e crowned (Queen;
though others, motahkly Mis July Thomson
DGR laries (ommines Coliings end |
1 e and Moey JefTreery Thome-
r 1 poguine ol pgenies ut fornier
br ! vy ng the modds of honor,

1.it Quecn boce Retseil with alt
the d ud gruce that the regal posi-
thon A young woman of excel-
lent irid goosd hedzht, s well as
ProONoU vitse and gracio #ss of man-

ipprarance in the ballroom during
coremponial and afierward was pro-
ductive of the most marked expressions of
admiration

Miss Thomson kept to the traditional
white as to her regal robes last evening,

guld-fishes, who eceiied to be holding a | wearlng a Knowles frock of Brussels lage.
-

White siik formed the undergown, covered
with white chiffon, which, In turn, was
veilial with the lace of a rare and beautiful
pettern, the design being butterflies ap-
pliqued upon the net with delicate silie
threnda, A flight of butterflics covered
one slde of the skirt and outlining this, In
accordance with the latest decree from
FParis, were natural roses.arranged in grace=
ful gariands. The bodice, cut low to dis-
plny a perfectly rounded neck and should-
ers, was very simply fashloned., The lace
design was armanged to furm a semivest
effect down the lLouffunt front, while the
sleeves wore mercly short puffs of siik
covered with lace. Clusters of roses agaln
made thelr appesrance on the bodice,caught
on one shoulder. Miss Thomson wore no
Jeweled ornoments beyond the royal em-
Llem bestowed upon ber by the Velled
Praphet,

Miss Allce Orthweln, one of the three
muids in sttendance npon the Queen, s
the danghter of Wiliam D. Orthweln of
Port'and place. Miss Urthwein Is a brunctte,
whoae delicate beausty bas been much ad-

mired since her first appoarance in soclety.
Last evening she wore n stunning French
frock of pals turquolse hiue meteor crepe
and Renajseance lace, the skirt pleated and
tucked n the crepe, with a panel of lace

down

the front, The decalllte bodice bore
dines of lace and bive panne, the Iatter
1ued In gold,

the three malds whose duty
vonsieted In  attending the
v Ml:s Elolee Weare, unly daughter
amd Mrs, Chirles Ware of Calanne
AMi=s Ware f= o bloade, with beautiful ruddy
Lair, She wore ivory white ik and chiffon,
the skirt founced whth ttufly chiffon raftles,

and tie badlee embrobiersl elnborately In
sa] pedarls and sllver passsmenterle. Tiny
puffedd =leeves of the ¢ on finished the

. with chifton plestinea about the low
bordersd with silver and Dearia,

Ilws Ellzabeth W deughter of Mr.
and AMrs Charlkes o, War of Washington
avenue, was the thirnd mald of the inner
cirele. She = a regelly handsome young

woman, whose froclk of pale plnk last night
was extraordinarily becoming. Miss War-
ner wore a robe of Renalszance lace, in del-
lenta pattern,
which,
ekifMon.

made over pink tafetn,
woas wvelled In pale pink
i of the chlffon ¢l about
#Kkirt and ornament:J the
oux of pink panne also trimmed

in turn,
Pleatin
it the

th-'-;',.-::. reught on the showlders with
sunll Rhinestone buckles, Tne bodice was

fni=h+< whh a =soft girdle of the panne and
& huckle.
The iErre makl' frocks, of pink, blue and

white, were a decloed Innovation from the
customury white, whith hos lnvartably pre-
ot former hBolls, snd formaed ag ad-

toli for the white gown of the

MAIDS OF HONOR—
THEIR COSTUMES.

Following in the train of the Queen was
an assembly of pretty malds in wondrously
briliiant attire.

Miss Neille Bagnell, who made her sec-
ond appearance last night as mald of hon-
or, since she served In that capacity in 1598,
wore a (rock of palest green mousseline ag-




